Stonycreek Whitewater Park
Conemaugh Township, Somerset County
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This project was initiated to enhance the Stonycreek River’s recreational potential, aquatic
habitats and riverbanks while focusing on making use of the river within a park setting. The
project will include the construction of whitewater improvements within the bed of the river
and riverbank improvements. The project is in response to the growing interest in whitewater
recreation and to provide a focal point for activity within an urban park. The whitewater park
will be designed as a component of the proposed 100-acre Greenhouse Park on the border
of Somerset and Cambria counties. The park lies just outside of the Johnstown city limits and
within close proximity to 100,000+ residents. Our focus is to capitalize on existing resources
and make use of the Stonycreek River. The park will include a network of walking/jogging trails,
multi-use fields, mountain bike park, pavilions, and a large community function area.

With Olympic paddling in the 1996 and 2000 Olympic Summer Games, paddle sports have
become the fastest growing sport in the outdoor recreation industry, according to the Outdoor
Retail Coalition of America. Man-made whitewater parks have been popping up worldwide over
the past decade, meeting a growing demand among outdoor enthusiasts. The U.S. Forest
Service estimates that over 25 million people kayak, canoe, or raft in the United States, with
many others developing an interest in water-based recreation. It is a great way to learn outdoor
skills, get quality exercise, learn about river safety, and have fun.



Kayaking and Canoeing have undergone tremendous change in the past ten years. Boats are
getting smaller, and “rodeo” kayaking has gained unprecedented popularity. With popularity
comes the proliferation of “park and play” river parks, where kayakers and canoeists can come
and spend hours at a single hole (river hydraulic) honing gymnastic-type moves in, and atop,
foaming holes and waves. Essentially, kayaking and canoeing have gained a dimension. Whereas
10 years ago the sport was largely about running a river and traveling from one locale to another,
now it’'s also about mastering complex moves in a single location.

Project Description

The location will be along a 300-yard stretch of the Stonycreek River. Factors such as channel
width, stream gradient, habitat characteristics, and flow volume have dictated the specific location
within the park. New pools and narrow drops allow for boating year-round. The park would be
designed for optimal use at low water flows.

The park will consist of:

@ In-stream whitewater improvements (i.e. drops, pools, constrictions of random boulder
placements).

@ Stream bank improvements and river access (i.e. put-ins and take outs, gravel river trail,
etc.) and bank regrading and/restoration (i.e. vegetated terraces, boulder toe, seating areas,
re-vegetation, etc.)

@ Slalom course (i.e. racing )
@ Freestyle course (i.e. surfing waves, hydraulic surfing etc.)
@ Additional park improvements including a change house and river trail.

Sandstone boulders will be put in place to mimic the natural arrangement of rocks in the river. The
rocks will be grouted to the bedrock, and to each other, to ensure stability. The sandstone boulders
will maintain the natural character of the river and will be harvested from a Southern Alleghenies
Landfill (Waste Management).

All of these improvements are envisioned to be attractive, safe, functional, permanent, and designed
to blend in with and improve the natural environment.

Multiple Objectives

The project will serve many other users. The whitewater drops and pools provide excellent fish
habitat. The area can be popular for walkers, joggers, picnickers, and for just spending time
next to the river to watch boaters. Fisherman can frequent the whitewater park. Residents can
use the area through regional and adventure programs or just for a summer inner-tube ride.
Competition events such as slalom races (kayaks and canoes), and freestyle rodeo will also
take place annually.



